A survey of dairy cattle worm control practices in southeast Brazil.
A survey on the nematode control strategies utilized by dairy farmers in Southeastern Brazil, a region accounting for 46.4% of the national milk production, was conducted through interviews with farmers. To select the producers to be interviewed the region was split into 16 non-contiguous clusters, according to the level of milk production. A systematic sample was then selected in each of the clusters. The interview questionnaire consisted of one-way, multiple-choice and open-ended questions. Data collected were represented by numbers and digitized on a data base (Epi Info, version 5.01b) and analyzed. Out of the 89 farmers interviewed, 37.5% deworm their herd after clinical signs and 62.5% preventively. Generally, anthelmintics are applied from one to 12 times a year (average of 3.79 times a year) in all age categories of animals. Of the anthelmintics used in the last deworming, imidazothiazole was used exclusively by 17.1% of the farmers, benzimidazole by 9.8% and avermectin by 18.3%, while 55.8% used more than one anthelmintic class to deworm their animals. To choose the dosage, most farmers consult the product label (94.8%) and determine the volume to be applied, based on an estimate of the average body weight of each animal (62.9%). Improvements in the general appearance of the herd and weight gains of growing animals were observed by most farmers after deworming (87.3%). However, most of them (66.2%) recalled interrupting the use of some compound in the last few years, due to the detection of no improvement following treatment (32.7%), rising costs of the medication (28.6%), adverse reaction (8.2%), product not available at the time of purchase (4.1%) and decision to change the compound in use (10.2%). Most farmers (95.3%) intend to continue using the same control measures in the following year. Veterinarians play an important role in the farmer's choice to deworm their animals, as many seek advice from them. Therefore, programs aimed at technology transfer should include continuous updates on the subject, especially for veterinarians.